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Cynthia Brian’s Gardening

Guide for December
By Cynthia Brian

“Winter, a lingering season, is a time to gather golden moments, embark
upon a sentimental journey, and enjoy every idle hour.” —John Boswell

Evergreens, hydrangea, and lilies create a stunning holiday centerpiece.
Photo Cynthia Brian

ith less than three more weeks of autumn, we look forward to the festivities
COof December. Like a little child, I adore the holidays, the sparkling lights,
the smells of gingerbread, and the good cheer circulating among people every-
where. However, I've always been distressed that so many retail establishments
begin showcasing Christmas décor in September diminishing the enjoyment of
that first weekend after Thanksgiving when yuletide revelry is traditionally un-
veiled.

According to a 2013 consumer research study, 81 percent of people visiting
stores are extremely annoyed by the three-month premature Christmas jingles
blasting from the sound system. Fortunately, most nurseries and garden centers
live in the moment displaying the appropriate embellishments for the current sea-
son. It’s a pleasure to witness the plethora of firs, pines, and other evergreens that
will soon become decorated trees and inviting wreaths in local homes. Kalanchoe,
Christmas cactus, cyclamen, poinsettia, fuchsia, anthuriums, and pansies are in
bloom, brightening the darker days.

Grateful for the recent rains, our garden hours are winding down just in time
to gather our golden moments making memories at fun-filled holiday gatherings
with family and friends. It’s recharging time. Put your feet up, drink hot cocoa,
kindle the fire, and smell the last of the roses before Santa Claus comes to town.
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RATES ARE NEAR ALL TIME LOWS!
30 YEAR FIXED RATE TO $2,500,000!

4.000% /4.000% APR
GREAT CONFORMING RATES!

Fixed Rates to $417,000 Fixed Rates to $625,500
RATE APR RATE APR

30 Year Fixed | 3.750% | 3.750% | 3.950% | 3.950%
15 Year Fixed | 2.875% 2.990% 3.250% 3.250%

“PROVIDING PREMIER LOAN PRODUCTS AND SERVICE FROM THE MOST
EXPERIENCED AND SOLUTION-ORIENTED PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR COMMUNITY.”

Call 925-314-5299 for Today’s Quote!

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This
comparison is based solely on estimated figures and information available
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Reach 60,000+ in Lamorinda
Advertise in Lamorinda Weekly
Call 925-377-0977 today

We print and deliver 26,000 copies
every other week.
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